Criteria for Eligibility for the Filipino Veterans of WWII Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2015
 
WHAT IS THE “FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II NATIONAL VETERANS REGISTRY?”
The Filipino Veterans of World War II National Veterans Registry (the “Veterans Registry”) is a database of Filipino and American veterans of World War II (the “Filipino Veterans of World War II”) who qualify collectively as awardees of the United States Congressional Gold Medal (“CGM Awardees”) under the Filipino Veterans of World War II Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2015, Public Law 114-265, 130 Stat. 1376 (114th Cong.) (the “CGM Act”).
​
Purpose:  To define specific criteria required to account for the number of living veterans, and surviving family members, i.e., spouses, child/children, or closest relatives.  This will assist the FILVETREP Board of Directors determine the number of Congressional Gold Medal replicas to be purchased from the US Mint, for rostering purposes, for invitations to scheduled events, at the Soldier Stories series, and budget programming to determine operating expenses for the entirety of the FILVETREP project.
​
Criteria:  The following criteria applies for eligibility to receive recognition and presentation of the Congressional Gold Medal upon passage of the Filipino Veterans of WWII Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2015 by Congress.
For Veterans – still living and residing in the US or Philippines
 
Section 3(a) of the CGM Act defines “Filipino Veterans of World War II” to include individuals who served:
(1) honorably at any time during the period beginning on July 26, 1941, and ending on December 31,1946;
(2) in an active-duty status under the command of the United States Armed Forces in the Far East; and
(3)(A) within the Philippine Commonwealth Army, the Philippine Scouts, the Philippine Constabulary, Recognized Guerrilla units, the New Philippine Scouts, the First Filipino Infantry Regiment, the Second Filipino Infantry Battalion, or the First Reconnaissance Battalion; or (B) commanding or serving in a unit described in paragraph (3)(A) as a United States military officer or enlisted soldier.
​
Traditionally, the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives formally presents a single gold medal to the CGM awardees on an agreed-upon date. This first occurred on October and November 2017 (the “Official Presentation”).  The Filipino Veterans Recognition and Education Project (“FILVETREP”)—the proponent of the CGM legislation and the recognized national point-of-contact (“POC”) for the CGM and CGM-related activities—also held a national celebration in Washington, D.C., honoring the Filipino Veterans of World War II (the “National Celebration”) in conjunction with the Official Presentation.  During the National Celebration, FILVETREP also presented framed copies of the CGM Act and bronze replicas of the CGM to Filipino Veterans of World War II or their next-of-kin whose eligibility under the CGM Act was determined and confirmed by the “Eligibility Committee” designated by FILVETREP.
​
For Surviving Relative of Deceased Veterans – spouses, surviving children, or closest relatives.
The surviving relative(s) must provide proof of relations to the deceased Veteran to include any documentation of the Veteran’s WWII service.  Such proof can be a DD214 of the veteran, any documentations from the authoritative sources of the U.S. or Philippines -National Archives, US Army or Philippine government agencies, awards, enlisted records, pay records, newspaper clipping, or anything to determine eligibility for the CGM.  
 
Non-Disclosure:  Information posted on the rosters is considered as sensitive in nature and may not be disclosed to unauthorized persons or agencies without first notifying the FILVETREP General Counsel for approval to release. The rosters are for internal use only within the FILVETREP board organization and the POCs below.  Provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974 applies to collection of information regarding the FILVETREP project.
 
Points of Contact:
Luisa Antonio, cgm@sfbec.org
Nickie Tuthill-Delute, fanhscgm.info@gmail.com
​


Instructions for the Application
Filipino WWII Congressional Gold Medal
​Please Download the Filipino WWII Congressional Gold Medal Application by clicking the Application CGM form file.
1. Completely fill out the Application
2. Look on the top of the application PDF to find the name of our VETERANS (or Surviving NEXT of KIN) Regional Director Representative. Please email directly to our Regional Director with attachment of the signed Application form.
3. Once the Regional Director receives your Application they will contact you and follow up to CERTIFY your documentation and/or eligibility (See below for Eligibility for the Medal). Never give any of your ORIGINAL Documents.
Should you not have any documentation, please see our RESOURCE LINKS page to request the VETERAN’s information. This process in ordering/requesting records may take some time.  
​Eligibility for the Congressional Gold Medal "Filipino Veterans of World War II" to include an individual who served:
· Honorably at any time from July 26, 1941, to December 31, 1946;
· In an active-duty status under the command of the U.S. Armed Forces in the Far East; and
· Within the Philippine Commonwealth Army, the Philippine Scouts, the Philippine Constabulary, Recognized Guerrilla Units, the New Philippine Scouts, the First Filipino Infantry Regiment, the Second Filipino Infantry Battalion (Separate), or the First Reconnaissance Battalion; or
· Commanding or serving in such a unit as a U.S. military officer or enlisted soldier.

